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From the Principal’s Desk 

Firstly I would like to thank everyone for their 
support in providing a second Deputy Principal for 
the School.  This is a position we are currently 
utilising from year to year, but your support to 
create this position on a permanent basis has 
been very much appreciated. 

There has been some great work coming through 
from our Year 12 students as they approach the 
end of their formal secondary schooling.  The timberworks, artworks 
and projects have been amazing and it was great to see the students 
and their projects. 

We would like to welcome aboard Jeremy Whiterod as a Head 
Teacher with us.  Jeremy comes with a wealth of experience and has 
worked in some remote areas of the state. 

Trial examinations have just about finished for Year 11 and these 
students will be starting their Year 12 Term 4.  Keep up the great work 
all. 

If you have any questions or queries about your child’s learning, 
please contact one of the executive staff at the school.  We are only 
too happy to assist. 

Yours in Education 
Danny Henman 

 



 

 

 

 

History News—Primary Students 

 
Stage 1:  Shadow puppets, as 

used in Asian cultures 

Stage 2:  Creating puppets to retell a Dreamtime story 

Stage 2:  Retelling a Dreamtime 

story using natural and made props 

Stage 1, 2 and 4:  Retelling history stories, getting 

everyone involved! 

Stage 3:  Did the Portuguese discover Australia? – 

our reporter travelled to Portugal to find out! 

Look at how inventive our primary students have been in sharing their knowledge of history around the world… 

Stage 1:  Re-creating a Swedish 

celebration, St Lucia 



 

 

History News—Secondary 

 
History Faculty 2018 

L-R (front): Jemma Bayliss, Patricia Lemos, 

Jenny Harris 

L-R (back): Danielle Cleary, Rikki Commens 

Hello from your History  

faculty!  

We are a passionate group of historians who 

are very excited to work with you to help you 

achieve an excellent understanding of the 

forces and events that have shaped our world. 

We believe the study of History is very 

important and that much can be learnt from our 

past. As Niccolò Machiavelli (Italian diplomat, 

politician, historian, philosopher, humanist and 

writer) said: "Whoever wishes to foresee the 

future must consult the past; for human events 

ever resemble those of preceding times.” 

Stage 4 History 
Students enrolled in Stage 4 
History with Southern Cross 

School of Distance Education 
study a variety of historical events, 

people and societies. In Year 7, 
student’s complete topics on: 

Introduction to History, 
Investigating Lake Mungo, 

Investigating Iceman, Investigating 
the Parthenon, Ancient Egypt and 

Ancient China. In Year 8, 
student’s complete topics on: The 

Vikings, Angkor Wat and The 
Aztecs. 

Left: Rosa Cox – Year 7 

Investigating Lake Mungo 

Year 7 
Above: Yovi Cox – 

Year 7 Investigating 

Lake Mungo 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Tonya Turner Kerr – Ancient Egypt  
Task: Write a narrative about Hatshpsut’s trading 
expedition to Punt 

Tonya Turner Kerr – Year 7 Ancient Egypt 

Task: The Osiris Myth as a cartoon  (right) 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Kiel Heperi – Year 8 The Vikings 

 

Viking Blood Feud 

I grabbed my axe when I heard the cries of Eric’s 

family.  

After I dishonoured him I immediately earned their 

hate, no their loathing, for even hate has its bound-

aries. My leg was cold with frostbite and I was 

ready to lay down my life for after me, they would 

have moved on to the rest of my innocent family, 

creating a blood feud.  

Now I have three bodies at my feet and need to 

make it look like a natural death lest I create a feud 

myself.  

Samples of Year 8 Angkor Wat Site Study 

Ulani Mortimer  

Year 8 

Jack Logan – Year 8 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Samuel Kennedy  



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Stage 5 History 
Students enrolled in Stage 5 History at Southern Cross School of Distance Education continue to 

develop their historical skills while studying topics ranging from the Industrial Revolution to Indigenous 
Rights and Freedoms.   

Year 9  

Cailee 

Cossins – 

Year 9 The 

Industrial 

Revolution 

Kahlee Murphy-Wyness – Year 9 Australians at War WWI 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Year 10 

Natilie Jones – 

Year 10 Rights and 

Freedoms 

 

 

Task: Describe the 

experiences of 

Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait 

Islander peoples 

who were forcibly 

removed from their 

homes 

Tahlia Furness – Year 10 Migration Experiences  

 

 

Task: 
Design a 
poster that 
advertises 
one of 
Australia’s 
assistance 
schemes 
used to help 
encourage 
migration to 
Australia 
post WWII 

Year 10 student – Modern World and Australia 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Year 10 Site Study! 

In Year 10 History students undertake an historical site study of the Snowy Mountains. They explore the 

history of the area, with a focus on the construction of the Snowy Hydro Electric Scheme and how this 

feat of engineering transformed society. In May, Rikki Commens and Jemma Bayliss from the History 

faculty, along with staff from other faculties, travelled to the Snowy Mountains to film and create an 

engaging virtual site study. This resource will allow our students to explore the history of the site through 

an engaging and authentic avenue. Year 10 students from 2019 will use the virtual site study to 

understand the significance of the Snowy Hydro Scheme to our nation's story.  

Drone footage above 

Lake Eucumbene  

Jemma Bayliss searching 

through the artefacts from 

Old Adaminaby at the 

edge of Lake Eucumbene.  

Our very own star Rikki Commens 

interviewing Kent Allen, senior en-

gineer and Area Manager of 

Snowy Hydro Limited.  



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 



 

 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

New senior syllabuses create exciting opportunities for History staff and students 
This year has been the first year of brand new Modern History and Ancient History courses for Year 11 
students. The new Year 12 course will commence in Term 4 this year. As a result, the History staff have 
engaged in a wide range of Professional Learning opportunities to upskill ourselves in order to create 
exciting new units of work to improve the learning experiences for our students. These have included; 

 attendance at the Stage 6 NSW History Teachers Association Teacher Professional Learning Day 

 attendance at the Macquarie University Ancient History Day 

 attendance at an archaeology course 

 attendance at the NSW History Teachers Association Extension History Day 

 attending the Sydney Jewish Museum: this directly aligns to the new Year 12 Modern History core 
and also Stage 5 content 

 some staff will also be attending the National History Teachers conference in Canberra during the 
next school holidays 

Danielle Cleary also organised a conference earlier this year for teachers in the Northern Rivers. This 
was related to junior and senior History and was held at Southern Cross University in Lismore. 
We feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity to upskill ourselves to ultimately benefit the learning 
and engagement of our students. 

Modern History  

Jessica Knapman – 

Year 12 Russia and 

the Soviet Union 1917-

1941 

Introduction to an 

extended response 

Left: Danielle Cleary, Rikki Commens and Jemma Bayliss 

outside the Sydney Jewish Museum 

Right: Patricia Lemos presenting at the Stage 6 HTA Teacher 

Professional Learning Day 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Ancient History  

Belle Smith – Year 11 Historical Investigation 

Process Logs 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Virtual Reality: bringing History alive for students 

This year the History faculty has been using Virtual Reality to enhance student learning and 
engagement.  

Teachers have been using this emerging technology with students to bring our subject area alive. With 
the use of headsets and a smartphone, students are transported to a different time or place. Students 
have walked through a World War 1 trench, been transported to the Pyramids of Giza, walked around 
the ruins of Pompeii, explored an underwater shipwreck and walked around the Spirit of Anzac 
Museum.  

Teachers have been using this technology on visits with students at Learning Hubs, projects and home 
visits. If you are yet to experience this and would like to, get in touch with your History teacher and they 
will bring it to you!  

Danielle Cleary and Jemma Bayliss also presented at a conference in Sydney about virtual reality and 
are establishing links with other schools to provide more opportunities for students in this area. 

 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

Ancient History  

The Year 11 and Year 12 Ancient History courses are designed to allow students to: 

 develop and apply their understanding of methods and issues involved in the investigation of the 
ancient past.  

 Investigate various aspects of the ancient world, including historical sites, people, societies, events 
and developments. 

 Apply their understanding of archaeological and written sources and relevant 
historiographical issues in the investigation of the ancient past.  

 
The Year 11 Ancient History 
course is: 

 The Nature of Ancient History 

 The treatment and display of human remains 

 The investigation of ancient sites and sources 

 Virtual Persepolis 

 Exploring Thera 

 Historical Investigation – students’ own choice 

 Societies and Features: 

 Rome: Art and Architecture 

 Egypt: Death and Funerary Customs 

  

The Year 12 Ancient History 
course is: 

 Core Study: Cities of Vesuvius—Pompeii and 
Herculaneum 

 Spartan society to the battle of Leuctra 

 Greece 500–440BC 

 Ancient personality—Xerxes. 
 

 

You should choose Ancient History if you: 
 

 want to learn about wars, culture, politics and religion from the ancient world 
 are interested in archaeology, excavations, forensic science and research 
 enjoy the stories of ancient times 
 like reading and investigating archaeological and written sources using ICT and 

books 
 want to develop valuable skills for employment or further study, such as researching, 

arguing, evaluating and communicating your ideas clearly. 
 See http://www.sthcrossc-d.schools.nsw.edu.au/curriculum/senior-courses/history 



 

 

History News—Secondary Students 

 

Modern History  

The Year 11 and Year 12 Modern History courses are designed to allow students to: 

 learn about key features, issues, individuals and events in the 19th and 20th centuries 

 investigate various aspects of the modern world including people, ideas, movements, events and 

developments. 

 apply their understanding of sources and relevant historiographical issues to the investigation of 

the modern world. 

 

The Year 11 Modern History course is: 

 Investigating Modern History 

 The investigation of Historic Sites and Sources 

 The Contestability of the Past 

 historical investigation: student free choice 

 Indochina to 1954 

 The Decline and Fall of the Romanov Dynasty 

 Making contact with the Pacific 

 World War I 

  

The Year 12 Modern History course is: 

 Core unit: Power and Authority in the Modern 

World 1919 – 1946 (focus on Germany) 

 Conflict in Indochina 1954–1979 

 Russia and the Soviet Union 1917–1941 

 Change in the Modern World – Civil Rights in the USA 1945 - 1968. 

You should choose Modern History if you: 
 

• want to learn about wars, politics, the key personalities, ideas and forces of history  
• are interested in why history is relevant to us today 
• enjoy the stories of the past 
• like reading and investigating primary and secondary sources 
• want to develop valuable skills for employment or further study, such as researching, 

arguing, evaluating and communicating your ideas clearly. 

See http://www.sthcrossc-d.schools.nsw.edu.au/curriculum/senior-courses/history 



 

 

 

Exercise 2.2  
Why are fairy-tales so popular? That’s like asking why the sun 

shines! Fairy-tales are a link between the past, present and 

future. Great-Grandparents can tell their Great-Grandchildren 

all about fairy-tales that were popular back when they were 

little children, and the chances are, those same fairy-tales 

would be popular to the great-grandchildren. Not only are they 

a classical link between livelihoods, but they also 

demonstrates important values and qualities. For example, 

using Cinderella, we learn that people can be loved for who 

they are, and also that people who are beautiful internally, 

even if plain externally, are much more likely to be loved than 

people who are gorgeous on the outside but have a heart of 

stone. We learn to listen to our parents, how to be a child, 

how to make mistakes, how to learn from them, how to grow 

as a human being, what traits are qualities of greatness… but 

fairy-tales are also more than that. They are samples of 

imaginations, imaginations that would have died centuries ago 

if not for those incredible souls that inked the outline of their 

imaginations onto our hearts. Fairy-tales are a legacy, and 

without a doubt, they will still create legacies now. Those inky 

outlines expand our minds into worlds beyond belief and help 

to push us into thinking complex thoughts as we age, and 

expand our imaginations as young children. The bones of 

those authors have long since perished, but their souls will 

always live on thanks to fairy-tales. It’s because they are an 

epoch that will never die.  

~ 

May Those Authors Always Live 

By Tonya Turner Kerr  

School/Community News—English News 

"Tonya is a Year 7 student who loves reading, writing and playing the flute. An enthusiastic 
English student, she has already written a novel and her following explanation of why fairy tales 
are important is a great example of her literary powers." 



 

 

School/Community News 



 

 

School/Community News 

Southern Cross Student Leadership Team  
Dress like a Farmer Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hub Location Date 

Ballina Tuesday 28th 

Byron Tuesday 28th 

Mullumbimby Tuesday 28th 

Murwillumbah Thursday 30th 

Pottsville Wednesday 29th 

Tweed Heads Tuesday 28th 

Coffs Harbour Monday 27th 

Toormina Friday 31st 

Woolgoolga Tuesday 28th 

Tenterfield Tuesday 28th 

Glen Innes Tuesday 28th 

Inverell Tuesday 28th 

Grafton Tuesday 28th 

Yamba Wednesday 29th 

Lismore Thursday 30th 

Casino Monday 27th 

Kyogle Thursday 30th 

Jubullum Monday 27th 

Ngulingah Boys Monday 27th 

Ngulingah Girls Wednesday 29th 

Ballina Girls Monday 27th 

Ballina Boys Monday 27th 

Coraki Tuesday 28th 

SCSoDE Staff Monday 27th 

The Student Leadership team have 
decided in Week 6 of Term 3 to have a 
“dress up as a farmer day” to help 
support our Aussie farmers who are 
doing it tough. Everybody who attends a 
learning hub can dress up as a farmer 
and bring in a gold coin donation and/or 
non-perishable food such as canned 
food. These will be donated to the 
farmers in drought. 

See below for your hub day to get 
involved to help out a farmer. 

By Lucas Hunnisett 



 

 

School/Community News 

 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability 

Notification for Parents and Carers 

All Government and non-Government schools across Australia are required to participate annually in the National-

ly Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD).  

All Australian schools will collect data on their students who are receiving adjustments to meet additional learning 

and support needs in accordance with their obligations under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and Disability 

Standards for Education 2005. This data will be provided to the Australian Government to assist in the develop-

ment of a consistent, national picture of the education needs of students with disability. 

The data provided to the Australian Government by the NSW Department of Education is provided in such a way 

that it cannot be used to identify any individual student or school. 

General information about the national data collection can be found on the Australian Government Department of 
Education and Training website at https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-
students-disability 

Privacy Protection 

The NSW Department of Education follows the requirements of the Privacy and Personal Information Protection 

Act 1998 and the Health Records and Information Privacy Act 2002. Schools will collect, record, store and use 

data about individual students in line with these requirements. Data security and protection is a priority and stu-

dents’ personal details will be kept confidential.  

Under Clause 52 of the Commonwealth Australian Education Regulation 2013, data collected by the NSW Depart-

ment of Education for the NCCD must be provided to the Australian Government Department of Education and 

Training. This includes the number of students at each level of education, the number in each category of disabil-

ity and the number at each level of adjustment. The information is provided to the Commonwealth as a series of 

number sets that cannot be used to identify any individual student or school.  

The Australian Government Department of Education and Training follows the requirements of the Commonwealth 
Privacy Act 1988 when handling any data provided by NSW Department of Education in connection with the na-
tional data collection. A public information notice has been developed to by the Australian Government to provide 
students, parents and carers with important privacy information in relation to the data collection. This notice is 
available on the department’s website at https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-
school-students-disability 

If you have any questions about the data collection please call SCSODE on 6681 0300 

https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability
https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability
https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability
https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability
https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability
https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability


 

 

School/Community News 



 

 

 

School/Community News 

Black Dog Institute— 

community@blackdog.org.au 

We are at the start of term 3 and we’d like to introduce you 
to our newly revamped online positive psychology program 
for young Australians - BITE BACK! 

BITE BACK is an evidence-based online interactive space 
where young Australians can learn how to amplify the good 
stuff in life!  

The six week Mental Fitness Challenge is a great addition to 
your in-class schedule, incorporating activities and strategies 
used by psychologists that can help build resilience, wellbeing 
and ultimately mental fitness. 

It also gives them the chance to win prizes from brands like 
Nike, Nintendo and Bonds! 

BITE BACK can be run in a group or set as individual learning. 
You can find out more about the new BITE BACK experience 
here 
Share it with parents and carers by adding it into your next 
school newsletter! Click here to get a picture that you can 
include. 
Signing up is easy, simply direct your students to 
www.biteback.org.au and click on the ‘Create Account’ 
button in the top right-hand corner of the screen. Or hit the 
below button to go straight to sign up page. 
Sign up now 
If you have any enquiries, please contact the BITE BACK 
team via eMH@blackdog.org.au 
 

Black Dog Institute 
Road, Prince of Wales Hospital, 
Randwick NSW 2031      

     

https://education.cmail19.com/t/d-l-biujkht-mdykldild-y/
https://education.cmail19.com/t/d-l-biujkht-mdykldild-j/
https://education.cmail19.com/t/d-l-biujkht-mdykldild-j/
https://education.cmail19.com/t/d-l-biujkht-mdykldild-t/
https://education.cmail19.com/t/d-l-biujkht-mdykldild-i/
https://education.cmail19.com/t/d-l-biujkht-mdykldild-d/
mailto:eMH@blackdog.org.au
https://education.cmail19.com/t/d-l-biujkht-mdykldild-h/


 

 

Workshop venue will be signposted on the day 

School/Community News 

Explore the Possibilities Expo 

 Thursday 23 August 2018—Ballina Jockey Club 

WORKSHOPS 

TIME SESSION DETAILS 

10.15am-10.45am Birds and Bees Presenter: Jodie Rodgers 

An overview of this specialist counselling service for people with a disability, 
particularly regarding sexuality, sexual health, relationships and social skills, 
understanding emotions and feelings, developing self esteem and self worth 

11.00am – 11.30am Centrelink Facilitator: Cynthia Fitzpatrick, NDCO 

(National Disability Coordination Office) 

& Carley Mounic DHS Centrelink, Ballina office 

Q&A about eligibility and processes for various allowances for people with a 
disability from DHS Centrelink e.g. Disability Support Pension 

11,45am – 12.15pm Northcott Presenter: Khali Milner 

An overview of the services offered by this organisation, based in Ballina 

12.30pm – 1.00pm SLES, School 
leaver Employment 
Support 

  

Presenter: Gerard Corbett, NDIA 

An update on the opportunities offered under the NDIS for school leavers who 
have an employment goal 



 

 

School/Community News 



 

 

School/Community News 



 

 

Student Calendar 2018 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 5 
August 

20 21 22 23 24 

  Student subject 

selection  

Science Casino Project 

Student subject 

selection West  

PDHPE Pottsville  

  

Week 6 
August 

27 28 29 30 31 

 Science Casino Hub PDHPE Glen Innes PDHPE Inverell PDHPE Tenterfield  

Week 7 
September 

3 4 5 6 7 

 Yr 11 into 12 
interviews PDHPE 
Coffs 

Yr 11 into 12 

interviews West  

PDHPE Grafton 

Yr 11 into 12 interviews 

West 

Yr 11 into 12 
interviews West 
PDHPE Ballina 

Yr 11 into 12 
interviews 

Week 8 
September 

10 11 12 13 14 

 10 - 11 Subject 
Selection  

10 - 11 Subject 

Selection  

10 - 11 Subject Selection  10 - 11 Subject 
Selection  

10 - 11 Subject 
Selection  

Week 9  
September 

17 18 19 20 21 

 10 - 11 Subject 
Selection  

EVET Applications         
PDHPE Casino 

10 - 11 Subject 
Selection  

EVET Applications          

10 - 11 Subject Selection 

EVET Applications          
  

10 - 11 Subject 
Selection  

EVET Applications          

10 - 11 Subject 
Selection  

EVET Applications          

Week 10 
September 

24 25 26 27 28 

   Science Pottsville  PDHPE Lismore 

 

 Ballina Shire Council 

Recycling campaign 

Ballina Shire Council is working on a region-wide recycling campaign 
with neighbouring councils and would love your help. We want to 
understand what residents know, don’t know and would like to know 
so the Northern Rivers can improve its recycling. 

By completing the survey, participants actively contribute to shaping 
our upcoming community recycling education resources. Each council 
area’s participants can also go in the draw to win a $50 voucher to a 
local café, restaurant or grocery store of their choice. To get involved, 
please complete the survey at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/
Recycle_NEW  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Recycle_NEW
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Recycle_NEW

