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Student Newsletter 

From the principal’s desk 

  

We are well into the term and the HSC is 
approaching fast.  I would assume at this stage, 
Year 12 are beginning to revise and prepare for 
examinations next term.  If you need assistance, 
please contact your teacher to organise a plan. 

Our building works are going well with C Block 
gutted and the interior being prepared for Science 
and PDHPE faculties.  Following this, works will 
start on our mail-out room and a commercial 
kitchen for the students use. 

  

I have to give a shout out to the staff who are 
dedicating time and effort to beautifying the 
school grounds. We have areas coming together 
that look fantastic and I know that both staff and 
students will get some great use from them. 

Our CAPA and TAS faculties have moved into 
their new areas and seem to have settled in very 
well.  These are creative spaces for the teachers 
to work from to ensure our students’ needs are 
met. It is also bringing our staff closer together for 
the purposes of resourcing and collaboration, 
which benefits us all. 

We are here to support you in learning, so please 
call the school to discuss how we are able to 
assist. 

Yours in education, 
Danny Henman 

 
 

 

education.nsw.gov.au     
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Primary news 
Supporting all students K-6 with… 

Open-ended project based learning: 

 

Learning is based around a 5-week central 
theme, usually with a focus on science, history or 
geography.  Other subjects are integrated into 
this theme, allowing greater connections to be 
made between each subject and real life.    

Weekly lessons: 

Students connect with their teachers for their 
weekly lessons via satellite, Google Hangout or 
phone.  Lessons may be individual or in a small 
group, when context permits.  Video lessons are 
also recorded and sent with resources and written 
materials. 

Timely feedback: 

Students receive regular feedback with the use of 
individual Google Drive student folders.  Students 
upload assessment items to their folders every 
Friday and receive personalised written and video 
feedback by the following Friday.  Students can 
share their learning through our Rainbow Gallery. 

 

 
Term initiatives: 

Each term we offer a number of initiatives, to 
foster a sense of belonging to a school 
community.  These may include 

• the Flynn Mission 
• the Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
• Simultaneous Story Time 
• Book Week parade 
• Crunch the Rainbow Challenge 
• Poetry Idol 

 

Extra services for home isolated students: 

• Fortnightly Assembly 
• Fortnightly Kids’ Club 
• German lessons with students from other 

Distance Education schools 
• Field visits 
• Mini-school s each term 
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Secondary news - Engagement and Learning Faculty 
Reader Pen 
The Reader Pen is an excellent resource for people with reading difficulties. The Reader Pen is a portable, 
pocket-sized device that reads text out aloud with a digital voice. The Reader Pen also contains an in-built 
dictionary and many other useful features. 

Currently there are over 20 Reader Pens on loan to students and Learning Hubs.  

If you would like to find out more about Reader Pens please contact your teachers. 

 

Rip It Up Reading 
Our School has purchased the Rip It Up Reading 
program that teaches students to read using three 
key strategies: pace, rehearsal and chunking.   

These strategies are the key to helping students 
with gaps in their reading and in their working 
memory.  

We started the program in 2018 and have had a 
huge amount of success across the school.  

If you want to find out more about Rip It Up 
Reading contact your teachers and ask about the 
program.  
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Student Work 
We have been receiving excellent work from students across all Key Learning Areas in the Engagement 
and Learning faculty. Students completing the Individualised Program and Life Skills program should be 
very proud of the work they have been achieving.  

Year 11 Stage 6 Creative Arts (Life Skills) – Henri Matisse appropriation 

 

Jamie Nieson and Taylor Morris-Airs experimenting with three dimensional shapes in Mathematics 
(Life Skills) 
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Year 9 Individualised Program Visual Arts – Experimenting with Point 

 

 

Brooklyn-Sea Leadbeatter - Year 9 Stage 5 English (Life Skills) – Science Fiction Poster 
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Stella Wolfe-Wright – Year 8 Individualised Program Technology Mandatory – Chocolate Crackles 

 

 

 Year 7 Stage 4 Technology (Life Skills) – Apron tie-dye 

     
 

Beau Stevens – Year 10 Stage 5 Science (Life Skills) – Capillary action experiment 
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Lucas Zorzo – Year 12 Stage 6 PDHPE (Life Skills)  
In PDHPE this year Lucas has been focusing on Healthy Lifestyles.  Lucas has been learning about the 
many health benefits of participating in physical activity, and he enjoys the physical, mental and social 
aspects of taking part in physical activity. Lucas has a goal to get physically stronger: here we see him 
working on his strength and fitness at the Lismore Hub with his PDHPE teacher. 

    

 

 

Year 8 Individualised Program PDHPE – Positive Self Talk Affirmation 
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Secondary news  
 2019 Validation of Assessment for Learning & Individual Development (VALID) 
 

The VALID8 test for Year 8 students will be held between Monday 28 October and Friday 8 November 
2019. The test takes approximately 70 minutes. The VALID Science 8 test is an interactive, multimedia test 
completed entirely on a computer.  

VALID Science 8 contains multiple choice, short response and extended response tasks that are grouped 
around real-world issues, including scientific investigations. This is a diagnostic test, with tasks framed on 
Stage 4 outcomes and essential content in the NSW Science Years K-10 Syllabus. Students will be tested 
on their: 

• knowledge and understanding of science 

• understanding and skills in the process of scientific investigation 

• ability to evaluate evidence, make judgements and think critically 

• ability to access information and communicate scientific ideas. 

Students also complete a survey about their opinions, attitudes and values about science.  

Since students complete VALID Science 8 on a computer, each student needs to have access to the 
INTERNET and a suitable device such as a laptop or desktop computer otherwise they will not be able to 
participate. 

More information on the VALID Science 8 test will be delivered to parents during October. If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact me 

 

Matt Cartwright Head Teacher Science  

matthew.cartwright@det.nsw.edu.au 

phone: 6618 7617 

School and community news 
STAR Early Offer Program  
Southern Cross University 

Applications open on 1 May and close on 13 September. 

STAR Early Offer program at Southern Cross University allows students to receive an offer into any 
undergraduate degree on the basis of current grades and Principal’s recommendation.  

Study at one of our three campuses or online.  

Offers are released after HSC exams but prior to HSC results.  

For more information visit: 

https://www.scu.edu.au/star-early-offer/ 

or contact your Senior Year Adviser 

 
          

mailto:matthew.cartwright@det.nsw.edu.au
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School and community news 
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School and community news 
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School and community news 
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School and community news 
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