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In this issue— 

 Principal’s message 
 Primary message 
 Staff list 
 Single course and 

curriculum news 
 School/community events 
 Camp flyer 
 2019 calendar 

From the Principal’s Desk 

It has certainly been busy for the beginning of the 
term.  Unless you are a recent enrolment, 
everyone should have their learning materials by 
now. If not, please contact the school to get this 
rectified ASAP.   

Our renovations in the new areas have come 
along very well since the last newsletter, and 
again we will include some photos of the spaces 
that have been worked on.  We are still waiting 
for the Assets unit to provide a timeline for the big jobs that need to be 
done, but at this stage, it looks like this will not occur until the end of 
the year.  However, some faculties and areas will be able to start on 
this site sooner than others, some as early as this term. 

Already our Ballina Hub is utilising this site and taking advantage of 
the resources that are available over here. We cannot wait to bring the 
rest of the school together. 

Keep up your efforts and remember that we are here to help.  Call us 
to arrange visits, lessons and materials.  I look forward to seeing 
samples of everyone’s learning. 

Yours in Education, 
Danny Henman 
 

Photos of our administration offices: new paint and carpet. We are due to 
move in hopefully early term 2. 



 

 

  

From the Principal’s Desk continued... 

Left: Administration offices continued from front 

page.  
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Bottom right: Aboriginal Programs 
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2019 Staff  Directory 

Position Name 

Principal Danny Henman 

Deputy Principal Sharon Hodgson 

Deputy Principal David Thick  

Assistant Principal (primary) Kath Barker 

Full Time Enrolments   

Head Teacher Secondary Studies: Enrolment/ Wellbeing North Coast Mark Ippolito 

Head Teacher Welfare: Enrolment/Wellbeing Coffs Coast Brett Rhodes 

Head Teacher Distance Education:  

Enrolment/ Wellbeing Central Richmond 
Sam Askew (Relieving) 

Head Teacher Administration: Enrolment/ Wellbeing West Clarence Anne Price 

Head Teacher Welfare—Aboriginal Programs  Jeremy Whiterod 

Head Teacher Teaching and Learning Aboriginal Education Rob Roberts (Acting) 

Single Course Enrolments   

Head Teacher Distance Education 

Single Course Coordinator/NESA Administrator 
Michelle Dowling 

Head Teachers   

Head Teacher Administration Bryce Webster (Relieving) 

Head Teacher Teaching and Learning Curriculum Tiffeny Cox 

Head Teacher Teaching and Learning Technology Mathew Moss 

Head Teacher Vocational Education and Training L’Amour Gina-Whewell 

Faculty Head Teachers   
English John Ryan 

History Lisa Tonkin 

Science Matthew Cartwright  

Mathematics Suzanne Warmerdam  (Relieving) 

Human Society and its Environment Angela Pelc 

Languages Susan Newman 

Creative and Performing Arts Sharon Mwanza 

Technology and Applied Studies Louise Kearney (Relieving) 

Personal Development, Health & Physical Education Richard Mills 

Secondary Studies: Learning Support Yvonne Graham 

Stage Advisers 

Please contact your area Head Teacher or Stage Adviser on 66810300  (East Ballina campus) or 66187601  
(Ballina campus) with any questions concerning the welfare of students in Distance Education.  

 North coast Coffs coast Richmond central Clarence west 

Stage 4 Liz Harbison Liz Harbison Jude Ford Jude Ford 

Stage 5 Nicole Sykes To be decided Lisa Miller Nancy Mc Andrew 

Senior pathways Di Lewis Graeme Chapman  Cassandra Bennett Kim Morris 

Out of home care Belinda Schaeffer Belinda Schaeffer Joanne Skinner Joanne Skinner 

Young parents Wendy Rooney Wendy Rooney Wendy Rooney Wendy Rooney 

Transition coordinator Liz Harbison Liz Harbison Gary Kay Gary Kay 



 

 

Single Subject, NESA (New South Wales Education Standards Authority) and Curriculum 

Confirmation of Entry 
This form will be sent to all students in Years 10, 11 

and 12 in the coming weeks. 

Please read the information carefully and sign, then 

return to Distance Education  

as soon as possible 

You are required to confirm for NESA which courses 

you are studying this year so that you receive the 

correct credential. 

Sign your Confirmation after the following details 

have been checked very carefully. 

 Your name is spelt correctly 

 Your address, telephone number and date of birth 

are correct 

 Are your subjects correct? 

 If you are studying a course through TAFE is this 

recorded beside the course? If not, write it in. 

 Are you an Australian citizen? Does it say so? 

 Are you Aboriginal? Does it say so? If not write this 

on the page. 

If there are any changes to be made, do them clearly 

and still sign the form please. 

It is important that students in Year 12 return this form to 

the Distance Education Centre by 29th March, 2019 

after making any necessary changes and signing it. 

If you have any queries speak to your  

Senior Pathways Adviser: 

  

L: Richmond Central—

Cassandra Bennett 

R: West Clarence— 

Kim Morris 

 

 

 

L to R Below: North Coast—Di Lewis 

Coffs Coast—Graeme Chapman  

(relieving Term 1) for Sam Askew 

Special Programs—Peter Kay 

Single Subject students  
If you have any problems or enquiries,  
or your school supervisor is unavailable  

do not hesitate to contact your DE teacher  
Or Michelle Dowling Phone: 66810358 

Email: michelle.dowling@det.nsw.edu.au 

Honesty in Assessment 

The honesty of students in completing assessment 

tasks, examinations and submitted works, and of 

teachers and others in guiding students, underpins the 

integrity of weekly work, assessment tasks and 

examinations. Throughout the weekly work and 

assessment process the highest level of honesty is 

required.  

Each student’s mark will be determined by the quality of 

the work produced by the student only.  

To demonstrate honesty, any component of a student’s 

work that has been written, created or developed by 

others must be acknowledged in accordance with the 

NESA subject-specific documentation. Use or inclusion 

of material from other sources such as books, journals 

and electronic sources, including the internet, must be 

acknowledged in full. General teaching and learning 

does not require formal acknowledgement.  

Dishonest behaviour carried out for the purpose of 

gaining unfair advantage in the assessment process 

constitutes malpractice, or cheating. 

Have you read your handbook? 
All students and supervisors should have received 

a Student Handbook or Supervisor's Handbook. 

These contain information that will help you with 

your distance education work and supervision. 

If you do not have a copy of the relevant handbook 

please contact Tiffeny Cox, Curriculum Head Teacher 

Phone: 66187670 or email tiffeny.cox@det.nsw.edu.au  

or you can access them on the school webpage: 

Sthcrossc-d.schools.nsw.gov.au 

 

Head Teacher  

Curriculum -  

Tiffeny Cox  

Contact: 0266187670 

Head Teacher Single 

Subject -  

Michelle Dowling 

Contact: 0266810358  

mailto:michelle.dowling@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:michelle.dowling@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:sharon.hodgson@det.nsw.edu.au


 

 

Examinations and tasks to be 
completed under exam 

conditions 
Students are to be fully supervised in timed conditions 
as prescribed by the examination notification. Students 
must be supervised for the full length of the exam or 
task. Time allowed for the exam or task must be 
adhered to, with the only exception being for students 
who have an approved disability provision that allows 
extra time. 

Reading time is provided at the beginning of each 
examination. During reading time students are not 
permitted to write, highlight or annotate their paper in 
anyway. If the examination permits the use of 
dictionaries, students may consult their dictionary. 

Student’s must not: 

 take a mobile phone, programmable watch or device 
into the examination room or designated exam space 

 take any electronic device, including a digital media 
player or electronic  tablet, into the examination 
room, unless approved by NESA and listed as 
required for the exam or task 

 speak to any person other than a supervisor during 
an examination, behave in any way likely to disturb 
the work of any other student, or upset the conduct of 
the examination 

 take into the examination room, or refer to during the 
examination, any books or notes, any paper, or any 
equipment other than the equipment listed in the 
examination timetable 

 take water bottles with labels into the exam room 

 alter the exam time unless granted permission for 
disability provisions 

A serious attempt means attempting all questions to the 
best of your ability, avoiding foul language or 
inappropriate responses.  Any non-serious attempts will 
result in a zero determination and students may be 
required to re-sit the examination. 

Weekly Work 
On the front of your title pages are two sections asking 

for information:  

 Work completed:  

 Please tick - □ Unaided   □ Assisted with 

reading  □ Assisted with writing.  

 Please indicate how long you spent on these 

learning activities.  

_ _ _ hours _ _ _ _min 

Please fill these sections in each week when returning 

work as this is information your teachers need to know 

as it helps them plan and prepare future work. 

Know your assessment policies 

Students in Years 9, 10, 11 and 12 should have 

received a copy of the relevant school assessment 

policy. It is vital you read and understand the 

assessment requirements. 

If you do not have a copy of the relevant assessment 

policy please contact Tiffeny Cox Head Teacher 

Teaching and Learning, Curriculum phone: 66187670 

or you can access them on the school webpage: 

Sthcrossc-d.schools.nsw.gov.au 

Supervisors checklist 

 provide a suitable space for effective distance 
education learning 

 provide and maintain communication between 
myself, student(s) and distance education school 

 develop a timetable for work 

 supervise student(s) during schoolwork activities 

 support and encourage student(s) in completing their 
work 

 monitor regular return of work 

 interpret and explain to the student(s) instructions, 
comments and messages from the distance 
education teacher and in the learning material 

 monitor student(s) engagement in all teaching and 
learning activities including field services and online 
lessons  

 provide feedback to the distance education teacher 

on students’ responses and engagement in the 

learning materials 

N Determinations 

Students who do not make a genuine attempt to 
adequately complete their course may be awarded an 
"N” determination in that subject. This means that the 
course will not be recognised for the Higher School 
Certificate, Year 11 RoSA or Stage 5 ROSA, depending 
upon the year of study. 

If a student is in danger of receiving an “N” 
determination the faculty will inform the students and 
confirm with a letter home. This letter will include details 
of all outstanding work to be completed and this will 
need to be done in time for the student to redeem his/
her position. “N” determinations are made in September 
each year. 

 Supervisor checklist continued: 

 keep the distance education school informed of 

absences, illnesses or changes in student context 

that would impact on their ability to engage with their 

distance education learning 

 provide appropriate conditions for exams and 

supervise student(s) in their examinations and 

assessment tasks 

 help students access and log in to the student portal  

 help students access and log in to Canvas courses 

as required 

Single Subject, NESA (New South Wales Education Standards Authority) and Curriculum 



 

 

HSC STUDY SKILLS WORSHOPS –  
SAVE THE DATE! 

In 2019, we will be running two-day HSC Study Skills 
workshops in Glen Innes, Ballina, and Grafton.  

These workshops will provide Year 12 students with 
tools to increase confidence, motivation and 
organisation, while reducing stress and procrastination. 
We will cover reading and writing skills, plus exam 
techniques.  

We are able to help with 
transport for students, and 
morning tea and lunch will be 
provided. 

See your Year Advisor for further 
information. More details to 
follow soon! 

7-10 Pattern of study 

Year 11 Pattern of study 
NESA mandates that to be eligible for the RoSA and the 
HSC you must complete a Year 11 pattern of study, 
comprising at least 12 units that includes: 

 at least six units of Board Developed Courses 

 at least two units of a Board Developed Course in 
English  

 at least three courses of two-unit value or greater 
(either Board Developed or Board Endorsed 
Courses) 

 at least four subjects. 

For Year 11 leading to an HSC with an ATAR (university 
entrance) your pattern of study must include: 

 at least 12 units (i.e. 6 subjects)  

 at least 10 units of Board Developed Courses  

 at least 2 units of a Board Developed course in 
English ( not English Studies) 

 at least 8 units of category A courses 

 only 2 units of Category B courses (VET) 

Year 12 Pattern of study 
NESA mandates that to be eligible for the HSC you 
must complete a Year 11 pattern of study comprising at 
least 12 units and a Year 12 pattern of study comprising 
at least 10 units that includes: 

 at least six units of Board Developed Courses 

 at least two units of a Board Developed Course in 
English 

 at least three courses of two-unit value or greater 
(either Board Developed or Board Endorsed 
Courses) 

 at least four subjects.  

For an HSC with an ATAR (university entrance) your 
pattern of study must include: 

 at least 12 units (i.e. 6 subjects) in Year 11 and 10 
units (i.e. 5 subjects) in Year 12 

 at least 10 units of Board Developed Courses 
including 2 units of English 

 at least 8 units of Category A courses 

 only 2 units of Category B courses (VET) see 
Appendix 

Course completion 
Satisfactory completion of each Year 11 and Year 12 
course is dependent on students successfully applying 
the information in the assessment policy booklet and 
showing diligent and sustained application to their 
studies.  
Before a student can be judged to have satisfactorily 
completed a Year 11 or Year 12 course the Principal 
must certify that they have:  

 made a satisfactory effort in all their studies, i.e. 
applied themselves with diligence and made a 
sustained effort  

 achieved some or all of the syllabus outcomes  

 completed the course requirements in terms of 
practical, oral and project works, i.e. have followed 
the course as set by the school  

 completed assessment tasks worth more than 50% 
of the available assessment task marks for each 
course (excluding VET Framework courses). 

 satisfactorily completed the required work placement 
hours for VET Framework courses 

To qualify for the completion of Stage 5 courses, a 
student must have:  

 Applied themselves with diligence and sustained 
effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in 
the course by the school and; 

  Attended school until the final day of Year 10 as 
determined by the school. In Distance Education 
attendance means to engage with the set learning 
activities. 

Stage 4 and 5 Requirements as stated by the NESA ACE 

manual and DoE 

Subject Mandatory Hours 

English 125 hours each Year 7–10 per subject 

Total = 500 hours per subject over 

Years 7-10 
Maths 

Science 

Mandatory 

Geography 

100 hours Geography in Stage 4 & 5 

Total = 200 hours 

Mandatory 

History 

100 hours  History in Stage 4 & 5 Total 

= 200 hours 

PDHPE 300 hours in total. PD/H/PE must be 

studied in each Year 7–10 to reach the 

total of 300 hours 

Creative Arts -

Years 7 and 8 

100 hours of Music and 100 hours of 

Visual Arts to be taught as coherent 

units of study and not split over a 

number of years 

Languages – 

Year 8 

100 hours of one language to be studied 

in one continuous 12 month period 

Technology – 

Years 7 and 8 

200 hours by the end of Year 8 

Electives in 

Years 9 and 10 

only 

( 2 electives) 

The Department of Education mandates 

400 hours of additional studies 

(electives). Southern Cross offers a 

broad range of electives for students to 

choose from that may be credentialed 

by the NESA. 

Sport  80 minutes per week. 

Single Subject, NESA (New South Wales Education Standards Authority) and Curriculum 



 

 

Meet the Learning and  

Support teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Danielle Latinovic           Ms Donna Hardinge 

The Learning and Support Teachers provide direct and 

timely specialist assistance and help students to set 

goals, achieve results and overcome problems in being 

able to meet to demands of studying via Distance 

Education. Contact our LS Teachers anytime.  

Call our office on 66810300  

Sitting HSC Exams  

Year 12 students undertaking the HSC in 2019 will soon 

be asked where their preference is to sit for the HSC 

exams. This must be at a high school. More information 

will be provided. A photo ID is required for the NESA 

entry. This is similar to a passport photograph and can 

be emailed to michelle.dowling@det.nsw.edu.au 

All My Own Work 

If you are a Year 11 student you must 

complete All My Own Work ASAP! Let your 

Advisor know that you have completed the 

training by sending your certificate to them. 

Or complete the workbooks and send them in 

ASAP.  

If you need workbooks contact Michelle Dowling 

on 0266810358  

If you want to complete AMOW online ask your 

adviser to be added to our e-learning course, or 

type "All My Own Work" into your search engine. 

Learning Innovation Team 

Our Learning Innovation Team may contact you 

this year and invite you to be involved in fun, 

interactive learning days or opportunities. For 

example check out previous years projects 

 2018 Shark Weekhttps://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=2LxM6mesguU&list=PL4OaBCdO34bCdrt

WXoLFOSO5TJ-rYGsVO 

 2017 Cross Current Collaboration https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=jCqAqb9PDkg&list=PL4OaBCdO34bAfhm

DnOiiL1ny-nvo2QZ3F  

Single Subject, NESA (New South Wales Education Standards Authority) and Curriculum 
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School/Community News 

 

Nextwave Youth Week Film Festival program.  

This is the first time we’re offering our program of 20 short films made by young Regional NSW filmmakers 
to other towns. 

Only young people aged 10-25 from Regional NSW can enter the competition each year (including from 
Ballina). The program includes a workshop program that runs May to August in 15 local council areas to a 
little over 1000 regional filmmakers. 

All the information about what’s included and how it works is here on our website:  
http://filmoutreach.com.au/youth-week/ 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4991&d=88Li3FGJOBEpSGLEHD0aTGCvP4DrUlb84sZMorxIkw&u=http%3a%2f%2ffilmoutreach%2ecom%2eau%2fyouth-week%2f


 

 

School/Community News 

Youth Week 2019 Design Competition 

Entries are now open for the NSW Youth Week 2019 Design 
Competition. 

Have you always wanted to wear your own creative design on your clothing? 
Do you care about young people having their voices heard? 

Enter the NSW Youth Week 2019 Design Competition for an opportunity to have your design printed on 
shoe slides. 

To celebrate Youth Week, the Office of the Advocate for Children and Young People (ACYP) is inviting 
young people between 12 and 24 years of age in NSW to enter. 

One winning design will be selected and printed on shoe slides. The winner will be presented with an 
award and they will receive shoe slides for themself, their family and friends at the NSW Youth Week 
Forum at NSW Parliament House on Monday 8 April 2019. All you need to do is download the tem-
plate, create your design and submit your application form. 

Your design can be a drawing, painting, photograph or digital illustration. It’s not about being a good 
artist, it’s about showing us what inspires you. 

Youth Week is a time for young people to celebrate and participate in a variety of activities organised 
by young people for young people. This year, Youth Week runs from 10-18 April. The theme for 2019 is: 
Coming together to Connect, Share, Speak Out, and Celebrate. 

Selected entries will be showcased on the official Youth Week website and will feature in ACYP’s up-
coming events. 

Entries close Sunday 17 March 2019. 

Please logon to the website: https://www.acyp.nsw.gov.au/youth-week-2019-design-competition?

utm_campaign=Participation&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-

8_2RDLjJMafj4xwM9almD9VMRbaATX36lF1mfJF58M8MXmi1TRQP257Z00ORgDSbXaJyRFiv8Zivf9FacOt

856jpGqh7RdEUyfGGstuyblh3D28Hs&_hsmi=69594412&utm_content=69594412&utm_source=hs_em

ail&hsCtaTracking=b722caa5-779c-4691-8056-1569336d8553%7C67362b79-5f63-44c2-8375-

453f9b21bcae 
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